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The Community Leadership Awards 2026 honour exceptional service to different communities. Each category rewards a distinct kind of contribution, and the guidelines below apply to every category unless a category says otherwise.
PART A: COMMON ELIGIBILITY AND RULES
1. Purpose
The awards recognise individuals, groups and organisations whose sustained, verifiable work has improved the lives of communities. They reward leadership and results, not size, publicity or funding.
2. Who may apply
1. Individuals, groups, associations, societies, trusts, institutions, companies and municipal bodies, as set out for each category in Part B.
1. Nominees must be resident in India, unless the Institute of Leadership Development (ILD) announces otherwise for a category.
1. A nomination may be made by the nominee (self-nomination) or by a third party. A self-nomination must carry the independent references required in Annexure 3.
1. The work nominated must have been carried out for at least 3 years, unless the category specifies otherwise (for example, 1 year for youth-led groups, 2 years for individual citizens and sustainability entries, and 25 years for the Lifetime Contribution route in Category 15).
3. One category per nominee
1. A nominee may apply in only one category for the same work. The nominee selects the category where most of the impact lies.
1. Categories 8 and 10 are distinguished as follows: Category 8 honours those who give (donors, foundations, philanthropic trusts, CSR-led initiatives); Category 10 honours those who serve hands-on (religious institutions, ashrams, gaushalas, charitable trusts, community kitchens).
1. The Jury may move an entry to a more suitable category. The nominee will be informed and the reason recorded. A nominee may decline the move and withdraw.
4. Core criteria for every nomination
Every nomination must demonstrate the following, in addition to the criteria of the specific category. Annexure 2 provides a sheet for the evidence.
1. Clear and visible leadership and personal responsibility for on-going dialogue with local communities, with the overall objective of making Jaipur a world class city.
1. A deep understanding of the local issues, shown through tangible benefits to the served or targeted beneficiaries in overall city and national building.
1. Visibility and respect within the groups, community and stakeholders.
1. Engaging the stakeholders in making difficult decisions about services.
1. Inclusivity through tackling equality and diversity within the community.
1. Feedback to the stakeholders about plans and progress, including how their efforts and views have been acted on.
1. Creative solutions developed with the community or citizen groups to support and sustain change.
1. Different ways of gathering and acting on intelligence gathered from the local community.
1. Championing the cause, with a sustainable solution implemented for the benefit of target groups, citizens and communities.
5. Who is not eligible
1. Nominees with pending criminal cases, regulatory actions, unresolved audit objections or credible adverse reports on conduct relating to the nominated work.
1. Serving members of the Jury, the ILD Board and Secretariat, award organisers, and their relatives or close associates.
1. Work done mainly for personal profit, publicity, political gain or conversion, or conditional on religious or political loyalty.
1. Political parties, and the youth, women's or other wings of political parties, for activity with a political aim.
1. Entries for work that has already won an ILD Community Leadership Award.
1. Sponsors and donors of the programme, in the year of their sponsorship, where their sponsorship could influence the decision.
6. Evidence and verification
1. The nominee must give facts, numbers and dates, and attach documents. Claims without evidence will not be scored.
1. Two independent references are required (Annexure 3). At least one must be from the community served. References must not be relatives or employees of the nominee.
1. The Secretariat will check registration, compliance and references. The Jury may call for further documents, hold interviews, make site visits, and consult independent experts.
1. Registered bodies must submit audited accounts for the last 3 financial years, where applicable.
1. False or misleading information leads to disqualification, and withdrawal of any award given, at the Institute's discretion.
7. Selection process
1. Nominations open and close on the dates announced by ILD. Late or incomplete nominations will not be considered.
1. Secretariat scrutiny: completeness, fee receipt, eligibility, and redirection to another category where needed.
1. Jury evaluation against the core and category criteria, with verification of shortlisted entries.
1. Final decision by the Jury. Awards are given by majority; for Category 15, a two-thirds majority is required and the chair has no casting vote.
1. Announcement and presentation at the Awards ceremony.
The Jury may decide not to give an award in a category if no entry meets the standard. The Jury's decision is final, and no correspondence will be entered into on the results.
8. Conflict of interest
1. Each juror signs a conflict-of-interest declaration for every entry. A juror with a link to a nominee withdraws from that entry, and the recusal is recorded.
1. No sponsor, donor or fee payer has any influence on the Jury's decision.
9. Child safeguarding and consent
1. For a nominee or group member under 18, written consent of a parent or guardian is required for nomination, verification, photographs and publicity (Annexure 4).
1. ILD will not publish a minor's home address, contact details, or school with class. The name or photograph of a minor may be withheld on safety grounds.
1. ILD will contact a minor only through the guardian or the school or institution representative. A guardian must accompany a minor to the ceremony.
1. For posthumous nominations, the consent of the family is required.
10. Data protection and use of material
1. Personal data is collected only for evaluating nominations and conducting the awards, and handled in accordance with the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023.
1. By nominating, the applicant allows ILD to publish the name, photograph, citation and a summary of the work of award winners and finalists, subject to the consent given in Annexure 4.
1. Nominees must have the right to submit all text, images and documents provided. Attachments are not returned.
11. Nomination fee
A non-refundable fee applies to every nomination, as set out in Part C. A nomination without a fee receipt is incomplete.
12. General
1. ILD may amend these rules, extend the dates, or merge or split categories where entries are few, with notice on its website.
1. Winners must not use the award in a misleading way. ILD may withdraw an award if later facts show the nominee was ineligible.
1. All disputes are subject to the jurisdiction of the courts at Jaipur, Rajasthan.


PART B: NOMINATION APPLICATION FEE
A non-refundable nomination fee is payable to the Institute of Leadership Development for each nomination. A copy of the receipt must be attached to the nomination form (Annexure 6).
	Item
	Amount (Rs.)

	Nomination application fee (per nomination)
	2,500.00

	GST @ 18%
	450.00

	Total payable to ILD
	2,950.00



1. The fee is Rs. 2,500 plus GST at 18%, making Rs. 2,950 in total per nomination.
1. The fee must be paid to the Institute of Leadership Development only. Please obtain a receipt, and attach it to the form.
1. One fee covers one nomination in one category. A nominee applying for a different piece of work in another category pays a separate fee.
1. The fee is non-refundable, including if the nomination is withdrawn, found ineligible or not selected. If ILD cancels the awards or the category, the fee will be refunded.
1. Payment of the fee does not guarantee shortlisting or an award, and gives no one any influence on the Jury.
Payment details:
	Name
	Institute of Leadership Development

	Bank and branch
	Punjab National Bank, Jamdoli, Jaipur

	Account number
	10251010000250

	IFSC
	PUNB0102510

	Account type
	Current Account

	Cheque / DD in favour of
	Institute of Leadership Development, payable at Jaipur

	Mode of reference
	Quote the nominee's name and category number in the payment remarks





PART C: NOMINATION FORM
Please read Parts A & B before filling in this form. Write clearly or type; attach additional sheets where space is insufficient, marking the item number. Form No. ____________ (for office use)
Section 1: Nominee details
	1.1 Name of nominee (individual / group / organisation)
	

	1.2 Type of nominee
	☐ Individual   ☐ Group   ☐ Association / Society / Trust   ☐ Institution / Club   ☐ Company   ☐ Municipal body   ☐ Other: ________

	1.3 Name of the applicant association 
	

	1.4 Name and designation of contact person
	

	1.5 Address (with PIN code)
	

	1.6 Mobile / telephone
	

	1.7 Email
	

	1.8 Website / social media (if any)
	

	1.9 For individuals: date of birth and age on the counting date announced by ILD (proof attached)
	

	1.10 For organisations: legal form, registration number and year of formation; PAN; 12A / 80G / FCRA status where applicable
	

	1.11 Number of members / beneficiaries / staff / volunteers
	











Section 2: Nominator details (if nominated by another person or body)
	2.1 Name of nominator
	

	2.2 Relationship to nominee
	

	2.3 Address, mobile and email
	

	2.4 Self-nomination?
	☐ Yes   ☐ No



Section 3: Award category applied
Tick one category only (Part A, rule 3). Category-specific questions are in Annexure 1.
	Tick
	Award category

	☐
	1.  Community Leadership in Education

	☐
	2.  Community Leadership in Healthcare Access

	☐
	3.  Community Leadership in Disability Inclusion

	☐
	4.  Farmer Collective Leadership (FPO / FPC / Cooperative)

	☐
	5.  Municipal Excellence in Community Service

	☐
	6.  Livelihood Leadership: Artisans and Self-Help Groups

	☐
	7.  Business Community Leadership: Trade and Industry Associations

	☐
	8.  Philanthropy and Compassionate Service

	☐
	9.  Exemplary Citizen Leadership

	☐
	10.  Seva and Charitable Service

	☐
	11.  Sustainability and Environmental Stewardship Leadership

	☐
	12.  Digital Inclusion and Civic Technology Leadership

	☐
	13.  Women's Leadership in Community Building

	☐
	14.  Youth Leadership in Community Service

	☐
	15.  Special Jury Award for Distinguished Community Service (for exceptional community change programme impacting and improving the larger society cause)


If you applied for Category 15, state why the work does not fit Categories 1 to 14, and which eligible type applies (Annexure 1, Category 15).
Section 4: The nominated work
	4.1 Title of the initiative / programme nominated
	

	4.2 Activities area (locality, district, state; number of villages / wards / communities covered)
	

	4.3 Year work began and years of sustained activity
	

	4.4 Who benefits, and what barrier did they face before? (include numbers, and the share of women, youth, SC/ST, persons with disabilities)
	

	4.5 Prominent issues taken up successfully and now sustainable (what was done, results with numbers, and why it will continue)
	

	4.6 How a leadership-nurturing environment is being created (people trained, mentored or brought into leadership; successors; community participation)
	

	4.7 Resources used and funding sources (own funds, donations, grants, CSR, government); who bore the cost
	

	4.8 Recognitions and citations received (with year and awarding body)
	

	4.9 Comments and references (additional sheet may be attached from the beneficiaries' comments). Attach the two independent references in Annexure 3.
	

	4.10 Summary for citation (not more than 100 words, in the third person)
	


Section 5: Core criteria
Complete the evidence sheet in Annexure 2, giving a short response and supporting proof for each of the nine core criteria in Part A, rule 4.
Section 6: Documents enclosed
Tick what is attached. A checklist is provided in Annexure 7.
	☐
	Fee receipt (Annexure 6)

	☐
	Registration certificate / identity proof / age proof, as applicable

	☐
	Audited accounts for the last 3 financial years (for registered bodies)

	☐
	Two independent references (Annexure 3)

	☐
	Photographs, news reports, reports, data and other evidence of impact

	☐
	Signed declaration and consent (Annexure 4 and 5)

	☐
	Category-specific documents listed in Annexure 1


Section 7: Declaration
I / We declare that the information given in this form and its attachments is true and complete to the best of my / our knowledge. I / We have read and accept the rules in Part A. I / We understand that false information leads to disqualification and withdrawal of any award, that the fee is non-refundable, and that the decision of the Jury is final.
	Date:
	Signature of nominee / authorised signatory:

	Place:
	Name and designation (with seal, for organisations):



Nominator (if different): Name ________________   Signature ________________   Date ____________
ANNEXURE 1: CATEGORY-SPECIFIC QUESTIONS
Answer only the questions for the category you have applied for, on separate sheets if required, and quote the question number (for example, 11.3).
Category 1: Community Leadership in Education
1.1  Whom do you serve, and what made them previously underserved?
1.2  Type of education work (formal schooling, literacy, vocational or digital skills, bridge schools, scholarships) and number of learners reached.
1.3  What changed, with numbers: enrolment, retention, learning outcomes.
1.4  Duration of work, funding, and whether it continues without the founder.
1.5  Documents: registration (if any), enrolment or attendance records, outcome data.
Category 2: Community Leadership in Healthcare Access
2.1  Whom do you serve, and what barrier kept them from care (cost, distance, stigma, documents)?
2.2  Type of service and volume: patients treated, camps held, villages covered.
2.3  Medical credentials and registrations of all persons delivering care (mandatory).
2.4  Cost to the patient, and how the service is funded (free or substantially below market cost).
2.5  Outcomes: referrals completed, follow-up, measurable health improvement. Documents: registration, licences, credentials, records.
Category 3: Community Leadership in Disability Inclusion
3.1  Which disabilities does the work address, and what barrier does it remove?
3.2  Type of intervention: rehabilitation, education, employment, assistive technology, accessibility, advocacy.
3.3  Number of beneficiaries and what changed for them (jobs, schooling, independence).
3.4  Are persons with disabilities involved in designing and running the work? Give details.
3.5  Registrations or certifications where relevant (e.g. RCI, state disability commissioner) and duration and funding.
Category 4: Farmer Collective Leadership (FPO / FPC / Cooperative)
4.1  Registration details, year of formation, members, and share of small and marginal farmers and of women.
4.2  Governance: board election dates, AGM record, audited accounts for 3 years, statutory compliance.
4.3  Business: turnover, services (input supply, aggregation, processing, marketing) and growth trend.
4.4  Member impact: price realisation against the local market, income change, cost savings.
4.5  Market linkage and value addition, financial self-reliance, and any promoter or support agency (named).
Category 5: Municipal Excellence in Community Service
5.1  Name, class and population of the municipal body; the initiative nominated.
5.2  The problem addressed, who was most affected, and what was done beyond the statutory mandate.
5.3  How residents were involved in planning; outcomes with numbers, including in low-income areas.
5.4  Funding, replicability by other bodies, audit status and transparency measures.
5.5  Residents' endorsement (RWA, civil society or ward committee letter) and an audit-and-vigilance declaration.


Category 6: Livelihood Leadership: Artisans and Self-Help Groups
6.1  Track: ☐ Artisan / Craft   ☐ SHG / Enterprise. Number of artisans or members, share of women and SC/ST/minority members.
6.2  Craft or product and process: what is handmade, which skills are inherited. Registration or linkage (SHG code, NRLM, cooperative, PAHCHAN, GI association) or other proof of practice.
6.3  Income before and after, price realised, and how earnings are shared.
6.4  Market access (local, online, exhibitions, exports) and reduction of middlemen. SHGs: savings, repayment, bank linkage.
6.5  Impact (jobs, apprentices, craft revived) and sustainability without grants.
Category 7: Business Community Leadership: Trade and Industry Associations
7.1  Registration, year of formation, members and type, and tier (local/district, state, national).
7.2  The community initiative nominated, who benefited (non-members included) and how they were chosen.
7.3  What the body contributed beyond money: leadership, volunteers, networks, expertise.
7.4  Outcomes with numbers, and whether underserved groups benefited.
7.5  Governance: elections, audited accounts, transparency; declaration of compliance and of no cartelisation or governance dispute.
Category 8: Philanthropy and Compassionate Service
8.1  Type (individual, trust, foundation, company), registration and tax status.
8.2  What was given (funds, kind, land, expertise), over what period, and for what causes.
8.3  How beneficiaries were chosen, who delivered the work, and cost per beneficiary.
8.4  Did the giving build capacity in others, or meet immediate need only?
8.5  Governance: audited accounts, share of funds reaching beneficiaries, conflicts of interest, FCRA / tax compliance. State if recognition without public citation is preferred.
Category 9: Exemplary Citizen Leadership
9.1  Occupation and how you earn a living; age and place of residence.
9.2  What you did, when it began and what prompted it.
9.3  Who benefited and how many; resources used (personal funds, time, help from others).
9.4  What changed because of it; whether it continues and whether others have joined or copied it.
9.5  Two independent endorsements from people who benefited or witnessed the work. Confirm that no institution or paid position backs the work.
Category 10: Seva and Charitable Service
10.1  Registration (if any), year started, tradition or affiliation (optional).
10.2  The service nominated, who benefits and how they are reached. Declaration that service is open to all without discrimination.
10.3  Scale: meals served, patients helped, animals cared for, relief delivered. Number of volunteers.
10.4  Gaushala / animal care: registration (including Animal Welfare Board of India where applicable), animal count, veterinary and fodder arrangements, inspection records, and benefit to farmers or the local economy.
10.5  Funding sources and audited accounts for 3 years; compliance status (FCRA, tax).
Category 11: Sustainability and Environmental Stewardship Leadership
11.1  Type (company, community, institution, individual), size, and the sustainability action nominated.
11.2  Baseline and current figures: waste diverted, water saved or recharged, emissions avoided, trees planted and surviving, energy saved. At least 2 years of data.
11.3  How the community took part and benefited.
11.4  Is the action beyond legal requirements? Declaration of compliance and of any notices received (NGT, pollution board).
11.5  Verification: audits, certifications, dated photographs, utility bills, survival data. Plans for monitoring for the next 3-5 years.
Category 12: Digital Inclusion and Civic Technology Leadership
12.1  Track: ☐ Build   ☐ Enable. Type of nominee and business model (for-profit ventures must disclose).
12.2  The problem addressed and who was affected; the solution, languages supported, offline or basic phone use.
12.3  Users: how many, who they are, and how many are from underserved groups (women, rural, elderly, persons with disabilities).
12.4  Outcomes: services accessed, money or time saved, grievances resolved, jobs or skills created. Cost to the user.
12.5  Data-protection declaration (Digital Personal Data Protection Act compliance), safety measures, demo link and independent references.
Category 13: Women's Leadership in Community Building
13.1  Age, place, occupation and her role in the work.
13.2  What she led, when she started and what prompted her.
13.3  Barriers she faced (social, economic, family, institutional) and how she dealt with them.
13.4  How many people she mobilised or benefited; others she trained, mentored or brought into leadership.
13.5  Evidence the work continues without her daily involvement. Two references, at least one a woman from the community she served. Declaration that she leads the work herself.
Category 14: Youth Leadership in Community Service
14.1  Date of birth with proof for the nominee, or for each member of the core team of a group.
14.2  The initiative: what it is, when it began, what prompted it, and the young person's own role.
14.3  Who helped (parents, teachers, mentors), and how much; how many peers were mobilised.
14.4  Group nominations: names, roles and dates of birth of the head, treasurer, spokesperson and core team; number of members and adult advisers (not more than 25%, with no vote).
14.5  Resources used and continuity (successors). Two references: one peer and one unrelated adult. Guardian consent (Annexure 4) for anyone under 18.
Category 15: Special Jury Award for Distinguished Community Service
15.1  Which eligible type applies: ☐ Work that fits no category   ☐ Work spanning several categories   ☐ Extraordinary courage or sacrifice   ☐ Lifetime contribution (25+ years)   ☐ Pioneering work   ☐ Remote or neglected region.
15.2  A required statement: why the work does not fit Categories 1 to 14.
15.3  The work, period, beneficiaries and evidence of impact; any risk, hardship or sacrifice involved.
15.4  Continuity: who carries the work on. Funding and resources used.
15.5  Two independent references, one from the community served. Family consent if posthumous; guardian consent if under 18.
ANNEXURE 2: CORE CRITERIA EVIDENCE SHEET
For each criterion, give a brief response (with numbers and dates) and the proof attached.
	#
	Core criterion
	Response and evidence (brief)
	Proof attached (page no.)

	1
	Clear and visible leadership and personal responsibility for on-going dialogue with local communities; overall objective of making Jaipur a world class city
	
	

	2
	Deep understanding of local issues, shown through tangible benefits to beneficiaries in overall city / national building
	
	

	3
	Visibility and respect within the groups, community and stakeholders
	
	

	4
	Engaging stakeholders in making difficult decisions about services
	
	

	5
	Inclusivity through tackling equality and diversity within the community
	
	

	6
	Feedback to stakeholders about plans and progress, and how their efforts and views were acted on
	
	

	7
	Creative solutions developed with the community / citizen groups to support and sustain change
	
	

	8
	Different ways of gathering and acting on intelligence gathered from the local community
	
	

	9
	Championing the cause, with a sustainable solution for target groups / citizens / communities
	
	


ANNEXURE 3: INDEPENDENT REFERENCES
Two independent references are required. References must not be relatives or employees of the nominee. At least one must be from the community served. ILD may contact the referees. The referee completes this page, or attaches a signed letter covering the same points.
Reference 1
	Name of referee
	

	Occupation / designation
	

	Address, mobile and email
	

	Relationship to nominee, and how long known
	

	Is the referee from the community served?
	☐ Yes   ☐ No

	What did you see or experience of the nominee's work? What changed because of it?
	

	Any concern about the nominee that the Jury should know?
	

	Signature and date
	


Reference 2
	Name of referee
	

	Occupation / designation
	

	Address, mobile and email
	

	Relationship to nominee, and how long known
	

	Is the referee from the community served?
	☐ Yes   ☐ No

	What did you see or experience of the nominee's work? What changed because of it?
	

	Any concern about the nominee that the Jury should know?
	

	Signature and date
	


ANNEXURE 4: CONSENT AND GUARDIAN / FAMILY CONSENT
4A. Consent of the nominee
I consent to ILD verifying the information in my nomination, contacting my referees and beneficiaries, and visiting the site of my work. If I am selected as a finalist or winner, I consent to ILD publishing my name, photograph, citation and a summary of my work, in print, online and at the ceremony. I understand that I may withdraw consent for publicity before the announcement.
Name: ______________________    Signature: ______________________    Date: ____________
4B. Consent of parent or guardian (nominee under 18)
I am the parent / legal guardian of ______________________ (name of minor), aged ____. I consent to this nomination, to verification, and to the use of photographs and a summary of the work for publicity. I understand that ILD will not publish the minor's home address, contact details, or school with class, and I will accompany the minor to any ceremony.
☐ I request that the minor's name and photograph be withheld for safety reasons.
Name of guardian: ______________________    Relationship: ____________    Mobile: ____________
Signature: ______________________    Date: ____________
4C. Consent of family (posthumous nomination)
I am a family member of the late ______________________ and consent to this nomination and its publicity. I confirm that the work was completed in the person's lifetime.
Name: ______________________    Relationship: ____________    Signature: ______________________    Date: ____________
ANNEXURE 5: COMPLIANCE AND CONFLICT-OF-INTEREST DECLARATION
I / We declare that (tick each):
☐  No criminal case, regulatory action or unresolved audit objection is pending against the nominee relating to the nominated work.
☐  The nominee files its statutory returns and, where applicable, holds valid registration, tax exemption and FCRA status.
☐  The nominated work is not done mainly for profit, publicity, political gain or conversion, and does not condition help on religion, caste, loyalty or favours.
☐  The service is open to all without discrimination.
☐  No member of the Jury, the ILD Board or the Secretariat, or their relative or close associate, is the nominee or has a financial interest in the nomination.
☐  The nomination fee was paid by the nominee or a person authorised by the nominee, with no promise of influence on the result.
☐  I / We will inform ILD immediately of any change in the above before the results are announced.
Details of any matter to be disclosed (if none, write NIL): ________________________________________
Name and designation: ______________________    Signature: ______________________    Date: ____________
ANNEXURE 6: NOMINATION FEE PAYMENT AND RECEIPT
	Nomination fee
	Rs. 2,500.00

	GST @ 18%
	Rs. 450.00

	Total paid
	Rs. 2,950.00

	Paid to
	Institute of Leadership Development

	Mode of payment
	☐ Bank transfer / NEFT / RTGS   ☐ UPI   ☐ Demand draft

	Transaction / cheque / DD number and date
	

	Name of payer (as in the bank record)
	

	GSTIN of the nominee for invoice (if any)
	

	Receipt / invoice number issued by ILD
	(for office use)



Attach the ILD fee receipt in the box below (a clear copy or scanned image).
	


The nomination will not be accepted without the receipt.
ANNEXURE 7: SUBMISSION CHECKLIST
	☐
	Form (Part D) completed, signed and dated

	☐
	Only one category ticked, and the category-specific questions in Annexure 1 answered

	☐
	Core criteria evidence sheet (Annexure 2) completed

	☐
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Two independent references (Annexure 3), one from the community served

	☐
	Consent signed (Annexure 4); guardian consent if anyone is under 18; family consent if posthumous

	☐
	Compliance declaration signed (Annexure 5)

	☐
	Fee of Rs. 2,950 (Rs. 2,500 + 18% GST) paid and receipt attached (Annexure 6)

	☐
	Registration, identity and age proof attached, as applicable

	☐
	Audited accounts for 3 years attached (registered bodies)

	☐
	Photographs, reports, data and other proof of impact attached (with page numbers)

	☐
	Summary for citation (not more than 100 words) written in the third person

	☐
	Page numbers marked on all additional sheets


Send the completed nomination to: Institute of Leadership Development, [address / email to be filled by ILD], by the closing date announced.
For office use:  Received on ________   Form No. ________   Fee verified ☐   Eligibility checked ☐   Category confirmed ________
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